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' . CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
oy 4 WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

1 Noverber 1950

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESTUENT

SUBJECT: Chinese Cormmunist Tntervention in Korea.

. Fresh, newly-equipped North Yorean troops have sppeared in the
Korsan Pighting, and it has becn clearly established that Chinese
Commnist troops are also opposing UN forces, Present field estimates
are that between 15,000 and 20,000 Chinzse Corramist troops ocrganized
in task force units are operating in Yorth Kerea wiile the parent uniis
remain in Manchwria. Current reports of Soviot~type jet aircraft in
the Antung-Simiiju area indicate that the USER may be providing at
least logistic air defense for the vanchurian border, n wdition, a
redio broadcast of 31 October from the energency Horth oresn capital
of Simaiju announced that a "alunteer Corps for the “rotection of the
Suiho Hydroslectric “one™ has boen formed to protect that avea from
the advancing UN foroes. The broadcast emphasized the importance of
the Suiho Jectric system to the industries of Fanchuria and
pointed out that Chinese Poople's Liberation Farces are concentrated
along the lanc axrian side of the Suiho zonocs

This pattern of events and rep:ris indicates that Commmist China
has decided, re ess of the increcsed risk of general war, to pro-
vide inereased support and assistance to North Korean forces. Although
the posslbility can nob be excludad thiat the Chinese Commmisis, wnder
Soviet direction, are committing themsalves to full-scale intervention
in Eorea, their main motivation at present sopears to be to establish

& limited "cordon sanitaire” sonth of the Yalu dver. SrTimary objec—
tives of the Chinese Commmmniats in attempting to establish such a no-
man's land would probably be: (a) to guarantee security of the
Vanohuriar border from UN forces which the Chinese nave labelled as
{nvaders; and (b) to insure comtinued flow of electric power from the
vital Suiho hydroelectric system 1o the industries of anchuris. The
preceding considerations, vhich are of dirsct concern to Commmnist
China, would also be in line with the goneral desire to furthor inter-
nationsl Commmism by helping the North Koreans prolong their resisi-
ancey

The Crdness Compmmists probably genuincly fesr m invoaion of
: . Manchuria desplbte the clesr—cut definition of U objectives. The
i reported evacuation of indusirial moghinery and civilian parsomel
‘ from Mukden could be the consequence of such a fear although the
possibility exlsts that this evacuation has been uncertasn in an
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effort to anbicipate possiblo rotalitory action by UN ferces folionmw=
ing Chinese Gmmixistp?.nwmntim in Xoreas The fuiho malgetric
system, with generators located on the Korean aide c_}f the Yalu Elver,
provides a large part of South lManchuria's eleciricity and most of
the power for the Port Arthur naval base area. To date, the t{H has
made no staterent regarding the distribution of Suiho power zfter m
forces take possesaion, and Chinese Commmist apprehension may have
been increased by the recent statement of a South Zarean general that
a1l power to Manchuria would be cut offe
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